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more distant Islands of our great Lake or fresh-water
Sea. We will follow the latter, and we will try to
establish our principal dwelling, [92] and the center of
our Missions, in an Island which we call Sainte Marie
Island, which the Hurons call Ekaentoton.10 It is
this Island of which I spoke in the second Chapter,
in which I said that we began last Autumn a new
Mission, among the Algonquin peoples which inhabit
it, and which is about sixty leagues distant from us.

This Island, it has seemed to us must be a more
suitable abode, for our purpose, because in that place
we shall be better able than in any other to occupy
ourselves with the conversion of the Hurons and of
the Algonquins; for we shall approach the Eskiaeron-
non, Aoechisaeronon, and Aoeatsioaenronnon Algon-
quins and countless other allied peoples, continually
proceeding Westward, and removing ourselves from
the Iroquois our Enemies. From that same place, we
shall be able also to send, by canoe, to the Tobacco
Nation and the Peoples of the Neutral Nation, who
desire us, some of our Fathers, who will take charge
of the Missions in that quarter. Moreover, in that
Island of Sainte Marie we shall always be able, more
conveniently than in any other place, to maintain and
preserve the [93] trade of the Algonquins and Hu-
rons with our French at Three Rivers and at Kebec,—
which is necessary for the maintenance of the Faith
in all these regions, for the good of the French
colonies, and for the support of New France. But
we must await that time with patience and courage;
for I believe that our Hurons will have difficulty for
several years in making this voyage, being beset with
famine and obliged to flee the scourge of war. When
they shall have had leisure to come to themselves,


